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By msunc; and tradition, A-
mericans hate a sneak, \uood_v
Is  ever very surprised (o learn
that the words ‘sheak” and
“snake” have dascended (o us
from a sinzie old Teu'onic root

“Sniken” — mcaning to crawl
or creep.
Given our instingg -— plus

what's left of our tradi‘ions —
the swectest naws this chilly
spring i3 the sudden visibility of
the whole crecpy, crawly, shifty,
shabby undzrhandad apvara us
of cfficial U. 8. sneakery,

“They sont forth spies, whish
should feign (hemselves  just
men,” says the Bible, And cuv
governmuent has followed suit,

- especlally in (ke feigning of just

-~ or even rational — motives,
Therz appears to be not only an
FBI agent behind every maiibox
but a frantically busy “Red
squad” in every villaze and
toswn,

The good folk whose bumper
stickers imiplore you to "‘Support
Local Police” are now
firding the police supporting
them, Local covsiabularies are
_now recelving special funds to
recruit and pay secret xmonn-
. ers.

But soon the infoumer may
be runninz for cover. According
to Frauk Donner’s splendid pieca
on surveillance in a receny New
York Review of Books,
-dignant citizens who pilfered the
files of the FBI olfice in Media,
'Pa., will soon be relasing th
inames of FBI informers. That
agent lurking behind your mail-
box may shoutly. be lurkinz be-
hind a palm tra2 in some bansaa
republic, and glad of the job.
Sneaks, when exposed, are rarve-
ly praised b) neighbors for their
gallant -actons,

Incredible as it seems, no less
than 20. federal agencies are
now engazed in spying on all
of us,
whole legions of spies who don't
know they're being seied on. Tt
could all be dismissed as a rol-
licking game — were it not sn
sinister, -

. The agencies now stuffing
‘theip data ‘banks wih tiresome

" facts about you and me include:
" the FBI, the Army, the CI4, the

Secret Service, In‘eral Revernue,

Ethe I&aﬂwene Whﬁ if the

and the Department of Justice,
In nine-cases out of 10, such sur-
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including, one supposes, |
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but it goas on and will continus
{2 go on uulil itie citizens de-
mand that it o topped.

Considering the paranoia, not
to say s sheer lunacy, that pra-
vails in this spy network, ,vc-u
would have (o be lind and dun
and living in a hollow tree to es-
caps bcmrr walched by a crea-
ture the EEI cuils an “Infornl-
ant” and daceas paople stitl call
a $Neax. ’

If you've led a busy, usclul
lile and you've rot made it to
the Agitator Ind:x, the Suspee-
tad Subversive Plo or the Per-
sois of Imerast List, well, yau
must be doing somethiny wronz.
And you are clearly remiss  in
one of your primte duties as a
cilizen, which is to gziva J. Ed-
gar Hoover's agenis someining
to do.

It i n't necassary to be a Biack
Pamhex or a paaca marcher {o
be classed as “:uspicious” by
tha FBL “Poiitical intellizencs
indiscriminaiely sweeps into iis
net the muld disseniers along
with those drawn to violence.”
Donnar tells us. “Thus peoace-
ful, modera’e, lawful organiza-
tions — from the NAACP to
the Fe'xIO‘\\‘\".ip of Reconciliation
~ become in‘elligence targe.s
on the theory that they are link-
ed to commiunisin or Ssubver-.

on.'”

Equating dissznt with subxer-
sion has always been the cus-
tom of the radical right, and of
all mindless reaciionartes. To
deny the rigut to dissent is to
deny the néed for sccial change.
And that, of course, is what too
many goveranment agencies are
as their highest duty.

One of the more distateful as-
pects of the FBI's surveillance
program is its corruption — no
o'her word will do — of young
students. Bureau agents now
are authorized to recuit inform-

ers from junior colleges, young- -

sters 13 and 19, These junior a-
gents are classed as P3I (Poten-
tial Securl'y In{otmanl) or PRI
(Potential Racial Infoimer),

Time was when 1 thought we
were living in a PPS (Potential
Police Stale). Now I know it's
simply a P3, and has been for
some {ime,

Horril 8m~ as 1t lis to realize

ety has decayed through the
growing pawer of a demestic spy

evstem it i parhans more chill-

0160

v Herrist Ven Sorne

ing to discover what the CIA is
up to all around the world.’

On television a few year: azo,
Sen. Wayne Movse blamed the
“credibility chasm” in Ameri-
can cpinion on the evil work ol
the CIA. On the Dick Cavett
Show we heard Capt.
Marasco of the Green Berels
tell in delall how ha murderad
a “triple agent” in Vielpam: He
committed this murder, ke suid,
because the CIA had ovdered
him to do so. “By; why?” per-
sisted Caveit and gucst Brian
Bedeord, "Because he was my a-
gent,” came the answer,

Capt. Maraseo aho eitarzed
in the course of this app\'lnv
interview, that the CIA had are
ranzed ine auio acciden; that
very nearly killed him laxt year.
Why? Well, maybz because he
was na lorgar their agzent. And
he knew too much, Could thers
be any more terrilying conunen-
tary on the sta‘e of the union in
his year 15717
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